
Internal Regulation – Research Doctorate in Medium and Mediality 

Approved by the Technical-Supervisory Committee on 21 May 2020 
Approved by the Research Committee in 22 May 2020 

Art. 1 – Subject of the Regulation 
1. Pursuant to art. 6, c. 7 of the Academic Regulation on Research Doctorate (hereinafter
referred to as “Academic Regulations”) issued on 22 May 2020 (R.D. n. 74), the Teaching Staff of
the Research Doctorate in Medium and Mediality (hereinafter referred to as “Doctorate”) provides
for the present Regulation related to:

a) the rules governing the operation of the research doctorate, coherently with the specific
objectives of the Course:

b) its authorities and bodies
c) the rights and duties of the doctoral candidates.

2. The present Regulation has been approved by the Academic Senate; any subsequent
amendment shall be approved by a qualified majority of 2/3 of the members of the Teaching Staff.

Art. 2 –Specific objectives 
1. The concept of medium (and mediality, cross-mediality, trans-mediality and mediatization),
elaborated in order to describe the complexity of the modern society, is related to various
disciplinary areas, as a qualification of both the phenomenon and its representation. The concept
may be related to interpersonal and social relations (including the economical, juridical and
artistical relations, and was furtherly explored in Literature and Aesthetics through the elaboration
of specific categories of media "spaces" or "environments". The concept of medium was used in
order to represent the phenomena related to the modern society and may be used in order to
represent the social and historical-cultural evolution of the pre-moderm society, as in the
contemporary society such concepty may be interpreted only theoretically and methodologically.
2. As a response to the many requirements of a multicultural and complex society where the
media are becoming increasingly important, the research doctorate will provide a more than
adequate preparation for various disciplinary areas, provides the necessary competencies required
for various professional profiles (such as library curator), business management and, more in
general management of the inter-personal relationships in different sociological contexts, specialist
analysis of economic phenomena, socio-anthropologic phenomena and historical, artistic,
philosophical and politic phenomena.
3. More specifically, the aim of the Research Doctorate is to provide updated theoretical and
practical tools, enabling the students to carry out an accurate scientific research within various
fields (such as history, philology, arts, economics, law, sociology, etc.) with competitive results
both on a national and international scale.
4. Another aim of the Doctorate is that of enabling the candidates to develop the ability to carry
out and report their research autonomously and competently.

Art. 3 – Competency Areas 
1. The Research Doctorate in Medium and Mediality is associated with the following Areas: 10
(science of antiquity, philology, literature, history, visual arts), 12 (juridical science), 13
(economics, statistics) and 14 (political and social science).
2. Without prejudice to any further amendment provided by the Teaching Staff, the aim of the
Doctorate is to preserve the inter-disciplinary vocation of the course, in order to bypass the
methodological limitations entailed by the individual research areas. In particular, the aim of the
Research Doctorate is that of conducting accurate research studies on the multiple declinations of
media and mediality, through the interaction of humanistic and social disciplines.



Art. 4 – General Characteristics 
1. The Doctorate lasts three years. At the beginning of each Academic Year, the University
will publish the call for research on the public section of the Academic Portal, making specific
reference on the number of places and the opportunity to attain a scholarship.
2. The best qualified candidates will be admitted to the selection process without prejudice to
variables such as age, citizenship and nationality. The candidates shall have acquired a 2nd level
Degree (Specialist Degree or Master’s Degree) (or an equivalent Degree title attained abroad)
according to the following ministerial decrees: pre - DM 509/99 or DM 270/2004. The candidates
shall attain the aforementioned Degree titles by the deadline of 31 October. Any candidate who did
not attain the required titles by said deadline shall be disqualified.
3. Italian is the official language of the Research Doctorate.
4. Courses, seminars, and exams related to the course shall all be featured in Italian. However,
some seminars, conferencies and supplementary activities may be performed in a foreign language.
Furthermore, the Teaching Staff is authorized to elaborate a specific didactic program for any
eventual foreign students.
5. The Final Dissertation shall be written in Italian or English (or any other foreing language,
subject to the approval of the Teaching Staff) and shall be accompanied by a brief summary. In case
of cotutelle, the student is required to choose either the Italian language, or the language chosen by
the partner University.

Art. 5 –Institutional Bodies of the Research Doctorate 
1. Shall be regarded as Institutional Bodies:

a. the Teaching Staff;
b. the Coordinator.

Art. 6 – Teaching Staff 
1. The Teaching Staff of the Research Doctorate (hereinafter referred to as the “Teaching
Staff”), shall be comprised of:

a) full professors, associate professors and researchers at the University hosting the research
doctorate specialized in the disciplinary areas provided in Art. 3; 

b) well-qualified experts (even from a foreign country) not specialized in the disciplinary
areas provided in letter a) (no more than 50% of the members provided in letter a.). 
2. In order to respect the requirements related to the minimum composition of the Teaching
Staff, as defined in art. 4, par. 1, let. a) of M.D. n 45/2013, each member shall not be counted more
than once.
3. The co-optation of new members shall be deliberated by the Teaching Staff by decision of
the absolute majority of the members, once the college is validly constituted, according to the
indications provided in art. 7 , c. 2 of the present regulation. The application request to the Teaching
Staff shall be submitted to the Teaching Staff itself, along with a copy of the Curriculum Vitae of
the candidate, and a certificate indicating the candidate’s level of involvement in other Universities,
and the “nihil obstat” authorization issued by the University of provenance.
4. The representatives of the doctoral students are admitted to the meetings of the Teaching
Staff (one representative each 12 students of the Doctorate). The representatives shall stay in charge
for two years, in case of dismissal, the first non-elected students may take the vacant seat.
5. Other people (personnel belonging to the scientific, didactic and technical staff; or financial
supporters) may be admitted to the meetings of the Teaching Staff upon invitation of the
Coordinator (provided for in art. 8).

Art. 7 – The Faculty Board – convocations 
1. The Faculty Board shall be summoned by the Coordinator, or upon request from at least 1/3
of its members. The convocation shall be notified at least five days before the meeting (except for
particular reasons) with the methods deemed appropriate in order to ensure its actual reception,
including emails. In case of urgency, the members may be notified even three days before the
meeting, by decision of the Coordinator; even in said case the convocation shall be notified with the
methods deemed appropriate. The order of the day shall be notified along with the convocation.



2. The meetings of the Faculty Board shall be valid only in case of participation of at least
more than half of the total members. The deliberations shall be approved by the majority of the
present members, once the Teaching Board is validly constituted. In case of a tie, the vote of the
Coordinator prevails. The meetings shall also be implemented online and the deliberations may be
assumed through an asynchronous consuiltation.
3. The Faculty Board shall be summoned at least two times a year in order to deliberate on the
annual educational offer and for an analysis of the final balance. The member of the of the Faculty
Board with less seniority shall be appointed secretary.
4. The Teaching Board shall carry out all the functions provided for in art. 6, par. 6-8 of the
Academic Regulation.
5. The Teaching Staff shall appoint a supervisor for each scientific field on an annual basis.
6. The Supervisors provided for in the previous paragraph are tasked with:

a. Drawing up the educational offer on an annual basis in synergy with the other
Supervisors;

b. Assessing the satisfactory operation of the didactic activities related to the Doctorate,
with particular attention to the scientific field they represent.

Art. 8 – The Coordinator 
1. The Coordinator of the Research Doctorate shall be appointed by the Faculty Board among
the full professors meeting the requirements set by the ANVUR. In case of unavailability, the
Teaching Board may appoint an associate professor.
2. The Coordinator shall stay in charge for three years, and may be reelected only once.
3. The Coordinator shall carry out the tasks established in art. 6, par. 9-11 of the Academic
Regulation. The Coordinator may appoint a vice-president who shall act as a substitute in case of
impediment.
4. The Coordinator is required to submit to the Evaluation Board a report on the trends of the
course (which shall be approved by the Faculty Board).
5. Lastly, the Coordinator may request the establishment of a council (subject to the approval
of the Faculty Board), which shall support him/her in the performance of institutional tasks.

Art. 9 – The Council 
1. Pursuant to art. 6, par. 8, of the Academic Regulations, the Coordinator may request the
establishment of a Council, which shall be comprised of five members (including the Coordinator),
one for each scientific field.
2. The Faculty Board may delegate its functions to the Council.
3. The Council shall assist the Coordinator in the obligations provided for in art. 8 and in
particular in the drafting of the annual self-assessment report.
4. The Council shall stay in charge for the entire duration of the year if the course. In case of
discharge, or indisposition of a member of the Council for more than three months, the Teaching
Staff shall provide for a substitute.

Art. 10 – Formative activities and implementation modalities 
1. The Doctorate shall define annually the implementation modalities  the formative activities,
which shall be published at the beginning of each academic year on the platform of the University
(as provided for in art. 11). Each formative activity have a minimum duration of 6 hours.
2. Furthermore, the Doctorate shall organize other training sessions, according to the
guidelines provided in the Study Manifesto and in par. 5.
3. The interdisciplinarity of the Course, as provided for in art. 4, par. F of DM 8 February 2013
n. 45, shall be defined by the Council.
4. The course provides for the implementation of research and didactic activities for a total of
180 credits (120 credits attributed to research activities + 60 credits attributed to didactic activities.
Part of the didactic and research activities may be carried out even at a foreign University, subject
to the approval of the Teaching Staff. The student shall acquire the 120 CFU related to the research
activity upon completion of the Final Dissertation (90 CFU) and through the participation to various
scientific initiatives and activities (30 CFU) such as:



a) further courses held by other Italian institutions or foreign universities; 
b) conferences, seminars, workshops held by other universities in Italy or abroad. 

The course will provide a certificate based on frequency and specific didactic objectives for each of 
the aforementioned activities. Any external activity shall be authorized by the Coordinator, heard 
the opinion of the supervisor teacher (as provided for in art. 14 of the present Regulation) in case of 
periods of less than six months; and by the Faculty Board in case of periods of more than six 
months. In case of doctorate in co-supervision with foreign universities, the activities carried out 
abroad shall be fully recognized. 
5. Provided that the frequency to the activities annually provided for the doctorate is 
mandatory (without prejudice to what is provided for in art. 18 of the Academic Regulations), the 
PhD students shall participate to at least 75% of the activities; any eventual absence shall be 
promptly notified. 
6. At the moment of publication of the formative activity provided for each year of the course, 
the Teaching Board shall define any eventual modalities of verification in relation to the formative 
activities within its competence. 
7. Within the first year, each PhD student shall proceed to define the research project and to set 
up the final dissertation. 
8. The formative activities of the second and the third year shall include the active participation 
of each PhD student to seminars, where they will be required to present the progress of their 
researches. 
9. All the formative activities shall be certified and reported by the PhD students on special 
registers, which shall be supervised by the respective tutors. The PhD students’ admission to the 
following year of the course shall be conditional on the tutor’s certification of the formative 
activities and the progress of the research carried out by each candidate. 
10. The didactic activities of the Doctorate shall begin on 1 November. 

 
Art. 11 – Study Manifesto 

1. Before the beginning of each academi year, the Faculty Board shall approve the Study 
Manifesto, which shall be published on the academic portal. 
2. The Study Manifesto shall contain: 

a) dispositions related to the formative, preparatory and/or supplementary activities; 
b) disposititions related to the eventual implementation and frequency to the formative 

activities carried out abroad; 
c) dispositions on the evaluation and verification of the didactic activities; 
d) the modalities of implementation of the credits, including the rules on the 

correspondence between the formative credits provided for the course and the credits 
acquired at other national or international universities. 

3. Each activity providing for the attainment of academic credits is subject to the evaluation by 
the Faculty Board. 

 
Art. 12 – Admission requirements 

The admission requirements for the Doctorate are provided for in art. 10 of the Academic 
Regulations. Deadlines and time limites are provided for in the Call for participation. 

 
Art. 13 – Selection Process 

1. The candidates shall access to the Doctorate through a selection procedure providing for a 
comparative assessment of the research projects submitted. Based on the results of the 
aforementioned procedure, the Admissions Board shall deliberate the admission to the oral 
examination of the candidates meeting the admission requirements. 
2. The oral examination shall consist in an interview with the aim to define: 

a. the level of knowledge and skills acquired by the candidate on the specific subject area of the 
research project; 
b. the candidate’s active and passive linguistic competence in the Italian language, and at least 
one foreign language (English, German, French and Spanish; the candidate’s passive linguistic 
competence in at least another foreign language; 

https://context.reverso.net/traduzione/inglese-italiano/the+level+of+knowledge


c. the candidate’s attitude to the research activity; assessed through the discussion of the
research project.

3. The candidates shall be admitted to the Doctorate according to the ranking list issued by
the Admissions Board.
4. The Admissions Board, appointed by the Rector after consulting the Faculty Board, is
formed by 5 members (professors, academic researchers specialized in the research areas of the
course).
5. The Admissions Board, may make use of the telematic instruments at their disposal.
6. In the first meeting, the Admissions Board shall define the criteria for the attribution of the
points based on titles, research project and review, pursuant to the guidelines provided in par. 7 and
8 of the present article.
7. The assessment of the degree titles and the research project shall provide for the attribution
of at least 50 points according to the following criteria:

a. up to 12 points for the candidate’s degree score (grade point average in case of graduate
students); no points will be awarded below 100/110

b. up to 5 points for the candidate’s scientific publications and for elements such as:
i. teaching or carrying out research activity at the University or at other institutions in
Italy or abroad;
ii. participating to national and international research groups;
iii. participating to conferences and conventions;
iv. linguistic competencies;

c. up to 33 points for the research project.
The candidate who have attained at least 30 points shall be admitted to the oral examination. 
8. The evaluation of the oral examination provides for the attribution of a score of at least 50

points according to the following criteria:
a) up to a maximum of 30 points for the submission and the discussion of the research

project;
b) up to a maximum of 5 points for previous experiences of research;
c) up to a maximum of 5 points for the motivation to the specific formative path of the

research doctorate;
d) up to a maximum of 10 points for the candidate’s proficiency in the English language.

9. The candidate who at the end of the tests obtains a score equal to or greater than 65/100 is
considered suitable.s

Art. 14 – Tutor 
1. Subsequently to the candidate’s admission, the Faculty Board shall identify a tutor in charge 
of supervising the student’s formative pathway and research progresses. Said tutor shall be tasked 
with the supervision of candidate’s career sinces the first years.

Art. 15 – Rights and duties of the research doctorates
1. The rights and duties of the PhD students provided for in the Academic Regulations (art. 
15-19).
2. The students have the right to be represented by one or more representatives at the 
Academic Board, pursuant to the terms and purposes provided for in art. 6, par. 5 of the present 
regulation.

Art. 16 – Thesis advisor 
1. The thesis advisor (or Supervisor) shall be identified by the members Faculty Board among
the teaching staff of the course. The thesis advisor shall also act as the candidate’s advisor.
2. The student may choose a second thesis advisor even from another University. In such case
the thesis advisor shall be proposed by at least two members of the Faculty Board.
3. In case of an agreement with an international University, the PhD student shall be
supervised by an Italian thesis advisor and an international thesis advisor.
4. The thesis advisor is responsible for the students’ research activity and formative pathway.
Furthermore, the thesis advisor shall assist the PhD student, supervising their compliance whith



codes of conduct. 
5. If the thesis advisor does not comply with his/her duties, the Faculty Board is authorized to
revoke the assignment.

Art. 17 –Evaluation of the final dissertation 

1. For the purpose of the attainment of the title of PhD, the candidate shall submit the
application for the discussion of the final dissertation within the month of September of the third
year of course.
2. The Faculty Board  shall approve the candidate’s submission upon recommendation of the
thesis advisor within the month of October.  In accordance with the deadlines provided in the
Academic Regulations, the Faculty Board shall identify two or more referees, choosing among
highly qualified teachers and researchers (even from other national and international Universities
contributing to the learning activities of the Doctorate).
3. The referees shall express an analytical judgement on the candidate’s final dissertation
within 30 days after the submission of the documents provided for in par. 4. The referee’s
judgement shall either admit the candidate to the discussion of the thesis, or provide for a further
period of 6 months of research in case the dissertation needs substantial integrations and
corrections.
4. Upon notification of the Faculty Board, the candidates shall submit the following
documents:

a) a copy of their Final Dissertation;
b) A report on the activities that the candidate has carried out during a doctorate, along with

any eventual scientific publication.
5. The date of the discussion of the Final Dissertation shall be defined by the Faculty Board.
6. In case the candidate’s formative pathway was carried out in cosupervision with other
Universities, the University may provide for different procedures for the attainment of the title.

Art. 18 – Examining Commission for the Awarding of the Title 
1. Upon acquisition of the referee’s final opinion, the Faculty Board shall submit the request
for the establishment of the Examining Commission. In case of formative pathways carried out in
cosupervision with other national or international Universities, the Faculty Board shall submit the
request for the establishment of special Examining Commissions, in accordance with the provisions
laid down in the preliminary agreement.
2. Each member of the Examining Commission shall be appointed by the Rector no later than
ninety days after the transmission of their designation to Careers Office, and shall complete the
work within the following ninety years.
3. The Commission is comprised of at least three members chosen among teachers and
researchers from national and international Universities specialized in the disciplinary sectors of the
course. The majority of the members of the Commission shall be comprised of professors and
researchers from other Universities.
4. The Commission can be complemented by a maximum of two highly qualified experts from
public or private institutions.

Art. 19 –Final exam and Awarding of the Title 
1. The final examinations consists in the public discussion of the final dissertation with the
Examining Commission. The Faculty Board may request for the discussion of the final dissertation
through telematic instruments.
2. The PhD students shall send a copy of their final dissertation to each member of the
Examining Commission.
3. The examination date shall be communicated to the PhD students at their university email,
or shall be published in the academic platform.



4. Upon completion of the discussion, the Commission shall formulate a judgement for each
candidate. The judgements shall be included in the minutes of the Final Dissertation.
5. The final dissertation may be approved or rejected.
6. In case the final dissertation is rejected, the student is dismissed from the Doctorate; in case
of approval, the Commission is entitled to give the highest grade with honors if the candidate’s
research is particularly relevant.

Art. 20 – Amendments to the Regulation of the Research Doctorate 
1. Pursuant to art. 6, par. 7 of the Academic Regulations, any amendment to the present Regulation

issued after its approval by the Academic Senate, shall be approved by a qualified majority of
the 2/3 of the Board, and shall come into force starting with the following academic year.

Art. 21 –Transitional and Final Provisions 
1. For what is not referred to in the present Regulation, please refer to the current national 
legislation and the Academic Regulations.
2. Pursuant to article 32, par. 3, point 5 until the establishment of the Academic Senate, 
the functions assigned to it by the present Regulation shall be performed by the Technical-
Supervisory Committee.

Amended at the April 28, 2021 Teaching Board meeting.
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