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OBJECTIVES

1. Acquire notions about the technical development of cinema, from the late
19th century to the present day.

2. Acquire a basic knowledge of film language and its development through its
major stages (early cinema, classical Hollywood, modern cinema and present
day cinema).

3. Acquire a basic knowledge of the prominent film trends, film genres and
national cinemas in the history of the medium.

4. Perform an in-depth study of one masterpiece of film history.

CONTENTS

The course offers an overview of the development of cinema from the late 19th
century, to the present day.
The lessons will focus on:

a. the European and the American fiction cinema;

b. world cinema;

c. the documentary and the animated film.
Besides studying the lessons, students will also have to perform an in-depth
study of a masterpiece of film history, by studying the corresponding book.

ASSESSMENT

Written exam: Multiple choice and open questions.

RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS
Jeffrey Nowell-Smith, L'avventura, Bfi, London, 1997.

Students will also have to watch the following film:

L'avventura (Michelangelo Antonioni, 1960)
[Lavventura is a widely available title. A DVD or Blu-ray copy of this
film can be acquired through most online retailers. Otherwise, the film
can also be watched through most video on demand services]



